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Week Ending Friday, January 25, 2002

Proclamation 7520—National
Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2002
January 18, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This Nation was founded upon the belief

that every human being is endowed by our
Creator with certain ‘‘unalienable rights.’’
Chief among them is the right to life itself.
The Signers of the Declaration of Independ-
ence pledged their own lives, fortunes, and
honor to guarantee inalienable rights for all
of the new country’s citizens. These vision-
aries recognized that an essential human dig-
nity attached to all persons by virtue of their
very existence and not just to the strong, the
independent, or the healthy. That value
should apply to every American, including
the elderly and the unprotected, the weak
and the infirm, and even to the unwanted.

Thomas Jefferson wrote that, ‘‘[t]he care
of human life and happiness and not their
destruction is the first and only legitimate ob-
ject of good government.’’ President Jeffer-
son was right. Life is an inalienable right, un-
derstood as given to each of us by our Cre-
ator.

President Jefferson’s timeless principle ob-
ligates us to pursue a civil society that will
democratically embrace its essential moral
duties, including defending the elderly,
strengthening the weak, protecting the de-
fenseless, feeding the hungry, and caring for
children—born and unborn. Mindful of
these and other obligations, we should join
together in pursuit of a more compassionate
society, rejecting the notion that some lives
are less worthy of protection than others,
whether because of age or illness, social cir-
cumstance or economic condition. Con-
sistent with the core principles about which
Thomas Jefferson wrote, and to which the
Founders subscribed, we should peacefully

commit ourselves to seeking a society that
values life—from its very beginnings to its
natural end. Unborn children should be wel-
comed in life and protected in law.

On September 11, we saw clearly that evil
exists in this world, and that it does not value
life. The terrible events of that fateful day
have given us, as a Nation, a greater under-
standing about the value and wonder of life.
Every innocent life taken that day was the
most important person on earth to some-
body; and every death extinguished a world.
Now we are engaged in a fight against evil
and tyranny to preserve and protect life. In
so doing, we are standing again for those core
principles upon which our Nation was found-
ed.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January
20, 2002, as National Sanctity of Human Life
Day. I call upon all Americans to reflect upon
the sanctity of human life. Let us recognize
the day with appropriate ceremonies in our
homes and places of worship, rededicate our-
selves to compassionate service on behalf of
the weak and defenseless, and reaffirm our
commitment to respect the life and dignity
of every human being.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 23, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 24. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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The President’s Radio Address

January 19, 2002

Good morning. On Monday, communities
across America will celebrate the life and leg-
acy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Laura will
visit Atlanta to commemorate the day in Dr.
King’s hometown. I will welcome Dr. King’s
family to the White House. This year’s ob-
servance is an opportunity to celebrate the
contributions of Dr. King and honor the prin-
ciples for which he lived and died.

Americans can proudly say that we have
overcome the institutionalized bigotry that
Dr. King fought. Now our challenge is to
make sure that every child has a fair chance
to succeed in life. That is why education is
the great civil rights issue of our time.

So my administration worked with Repub-
licans and Democrats to enact into law the
most far-reaching educational reform in a
generation. We are insisting on high stand-
ards for all our children. We’re putting a new
emphasis on reading as the first step toward
achievement. We’re offering teachers new
training, and States and localities new flexi-
bility. And we’re going to measure and test
how everyone is doing in our new account-
ability system, so we can get help to children
before it is too late.

We have a special obligation to disadvan-
taged children to close the achievement gap
in our Nation. In my next budget, I will pro-
pose an increase of $1 billion for the Federal
program that aids disadvantaged school-
children. That’s on top of the 18 percent in-
crease in last year’s budget. In fact, Federal
spending on Title I will increase just about
as much in the first 2 years of my administra-
tion as it did in all the previous 8 years com-
bined. I hope Congress will approve this re-
quest.

At the same time as we fund Title I, we’re
giving extra help to children with special
needs. The Federal program for special
needs children was established by the law
known as IDEA, the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act. My 2003 budget re-
quests an additional $1 billion for IDEA, as
well, an important increase. But we want
these new dollars to carry to special edu-
cation the same spirit of reform and account-

ability we have brought to other education
programs.

This reform effort began Tuesday, when
Education Secretary Rod Paige convened the
first meeting of the new Presidential Com-
mission on Excellence in Special Education.
This distinguished and diverse group, chaired
by former Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad, has a
clear mission, to propose reforms that will
make special education an integral part of
an education system that expects all children
to reach their full potential.

We must have high expectations for chil-
dren who are more difficult to teach or who
have fallen behind. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. would accept no less than an equal con-
cern for every child in America, and neither
will my administration.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:32 p.m. on
January 18 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 19.
In his remarks, the President referred to Title I
of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994
(Public Law 103–382), which amended Title I of
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (Public Law 89–10); and the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (Public Law 94–142).
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 18 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Martin Luther King,
Jr., Holiday Celebration
January 21, 2002

Well, thank you all very much for coming.
Mrs. King, thanks for this beautiful portrait.
I can’t wait to hang it. [Laughter]

I want to welcome you all to the White
House. We’ve gathered in tribute to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., to the ideals he held
and the life he lived. We remember a man
who brought much good into the world by
the power of his voice and the truth of his
words.

For some of you here this afternoon, Dr.
King was and is a special part of your life
as a colleague and a friend and a brother.
Four call him ‘‘Dad,’’ and we are pleased that
two of his children are here with us today.
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We welcome Bernice and Martin Luther
King III. I know your dad would be incred-
ibly proud of you. I also welcome Christine
King Farris, Dr. King’s sister. Alveda King,
Isaac Farris, Jr., Arthur Bagley, and Arturo
Bagley, family members, are here as well.
Thank you all for coming. And of course,
we’re honored to be in the presence of such
a distinguished and delightful lady, Coretta
Scott King.

I appreciate Secretary Rod Paige for being
here. In honor of Dr. King, the Department
of Education will soon announce the Martin
Luther King, Jr., scholars program to prom-
ising students all across America.

I appreciate all the members of my team
who are here, in particular, Condoleezza
Rice, the National Security Adviser. Thank
you for coming, Condi. It’s good to see the
Mayor. Mr. Mayor and the first lady, Diane,
are with us today. Thank you all for coming.
The Mayor is a good man. I can assure you,
Mr. Mayor, we paid our property taxes.
[Laughter]

I appreciate so many members of the dip-
lomatic corps for being here. Ambassadors
from all across the world are here to say hello
to Mrs. King and her family. And thank you
all for coming to pay honor to such a great
American. Thank you very much.

On a summer night in 1964, right here in
the East Room, President Lyndon Baines
Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act and
handed a pen to Martin Luther King, Jr. The
law marked a true turning point in the life
of our country. As Dr. King put it, ‘‘The Civil
Rights Act was the end of a century of slum-
ber.’’ More laws would be needed, and more
would follow. But on that day, our Federal
Government accepted the duty of securing
freedom and justice for every American.

Standing in the White House, marking a
national holiday in Dr. King’s memory, we
are now two generations and a world away
from Montgomery, Selma, and Birmingham,
as he knew them. It would be easy to forget
the great obstacles he overcame and the
years of effort and the daily courage that
turned a cause into a movement. Perhaps
without Martin Luther King, there might still
have been a Civil Rights Act. There’s no
doubting that the law came as it did, when
it did, because of him.

Yet, he was not one to claim credit for him-
self. The civil rights law, he said, was first
written in the streets by many thousands of
black citizens and others who shared their
goals. Their movement rose from generations
of bitter experience, the slights, the cruelties,
the pervasive wrongs that marked the lives
of many black Americans.

As a small boy, Martin had seen his father,
a gifted and learned man, retain great dignity
while being insulted, ordered about, and spo-
ken down to. ‘‘I don’t care how long I have
to live with this system,’’ said Martin Luther
King, Sr., ‘‘I will never accept it.’’ The son
would not accept it either. Years afterwards,
he related the story of going to the back of
the bus, day after day, putting his mind up
in the front seat. He told himself, ‘‘One of
these days I’m going to put my body where
my mind is.’’

In time, he did so, as did others, some
of whose names are also honored in our his-
tory. Along the way, he was beaten and
stabbed, jailed, and came close to losing his
wife and baby daughter when their house was
bombed. At a certain point, even a strong
man might have yielded. Dr. King never did,
and he never gave up on his country. He
believed that whatever one would change,
one must first love—and he loved America.

His most powerful arguments were unan-
swerable, for they were the very words and
principles of our Declaration and Constitu-
tion. When he came to this Capital City and
stood before the figure of the Great Emanci-
pator, it was not to assail or threaten. He
had come to hold this Nation to its own
standards, to live out the true meaning of
its creed.

We see Martin Luther King in many ways.
Perhaps, above all, we should see him as a
minister of the gospel. He said, ‘‘I decided
early to give my life to something eternal and
absolute, not to these little gods that are here
today and gone tomorrow but to God, who
is the same yesterday, today, and forever.’’

That faith gave Dr. King the grace to for-
give and the strength to love. He refused to
answer hatred with hatred or meet violence
with violence. He appealed not to resent-
ment but to reason, not to anger but to con-
science. He was on this Earth just 39 years.
On the last night of his life, he did seem
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to sense that grave danger was lying in wait.
But he trusted in the ways of providence,
not fearing any man, certain that no man
could ever finally prevent the purposes of Al-
mighty God.

‘‘Here on all the roads of life,’’ said Dr.
King in a sermon, ‘‘God is striving in our
striving. As we struggle to defeat the forces
of evil, the God of the universe struggles with
us. Evil dies on the seashore, not merely be-
cause of man’s endless struggle against it but
because of God’s power to defeat it.’’ Martin
Luther King, Jr., lived in that belief and died
in that belief.

Some figures in history, renowned in their
day, grow smaller with the passing of time.
The man from Atlanta, Georgia, only grows
larger with the years. America is a better
place because he was here, and we will honor
his name forever.

It is now my honor to sign the proclama-
tion.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Coretta Scott King, widow of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.; and their children Bernice
King and Martin Luther King III; Alveda King
and Isaac Farris, Jr., niece and nephew of Dr.
King; and Mayor Anthony A. Williams of the Dis-
trict of Columbia and his wife, Diane.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Continued Operations
of United States Forces in Bosnia and
Herzegovina
January 21, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of July 24,

2001, I provided information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed
Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina and other
states in the region in order to participate
in and support the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO)-led Stabilization Force
(SFOR). The SFOR began its mission and
assumed authority from the NATO-led Im-
plementation Force on December 20, 1996.
I am providing this supplemental report,
based upon information provided to me and
consistent with the War Powers Resolution
(P.L. 93–148), to help ensure that the Con-

gress is kept fully informed on continued
U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in the former Yugoslavia.

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to continue SFOR for a pe-
riod of 12 months in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1357 of June 21, 2001. The mis-
sion of SFOR is to provide a focused military
presence in order to deter hostilities, sta-
bilize, and consolidate the peace in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, contribute to a secure en-
vironment, and provide, within its means and
capabilities, selective support to key areas
and key civil implementation organizations.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately
3,100 personnel. United States personnel
comprise just under 18 percent of the total
SFOR force of approximately 17,500 per-
sonnel. During the last half of 2001, 19
NATO nations and 17 others, including Rus-
sia, provided military personnel or other sup-
port to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bosnia
and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Division, North, centered in the city
of Tuzla. Other U.S. military personnel are
deployed to other countries in the region in
support of SFOR. These deployments in-
clude approximately 50 U.S. military per-
sonnel presently deployed to Hungary and
Croatia in order to provide logistical and
other support. The U.S. forces continue to
support SFOR efforts to apprehend persons
indicted for war crimes. In the last 6 months,
U.S. forces have not sustained any combat-
related fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
about developments in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and other states in the region.
I will continue to consult closely with the
Congress regarding our efforts to foster
peace and stability in the former Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
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and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 22.

Remarks on Arrival in Charleston,
West Virginia

January 22, 2002

The President. Thank you all. It’s nice to
be back. I appreciate this West Virginia wel-
come. Thank you for your hospitality, and
thank you for giving me a chance to give you
a little update on how we’re doing as a nation.

But first, before I begin, I want to thank
our friend, a great friend to West Virginia,
Shelley Moore Capito, for her leadership.
I’ve learned some things about Shelley
Moore: One, she’s very bright; two, she
doesn’t always do what the President says—
she’s got a little bit of an independent streak;
but three, she loves West Virginia. She loves
the State, and she’s working hard to do what’s
right for the West Virginia people. And I’m
proud to call her friend. And I hope you’re
proud to call her Congresswoman.

It’s been a pleasure to work with some of
the distinguished Members you have sent to
Washington, DC, and there’s no more distin-
guished than Senator Robert Byrd. He loves
his State; he loves the country. I have been
spellbound by his speeches. I’ve been inter-
ested to hear his points of view. I look for-
ward to working with him as Congress comes
back to Washington, DC, after the Christmas
break. West Virginia has got a fine friend in
Senator Byrd, and so does America, and I’m
proud to call him friend.

And I appreciate your Governor being
here today, Governor Wise. It’s awfully kind
of him to come and say hello to the Presi-
dent. We’re working closely together on a
subject that’s dear to your heart and dear to
my heart, and that’s how to make sure West
Virginia, and all of America, remains safe,
make sure we’ve got a homeland that’s se-
cure. And the Governor is working closely
on this issue with us.

I appreciate so very much the former Gov-
ernor, Cecil Underwood, and my friend, for
being here. I don’t know if they put Cecil
into ‘‘Ripley’s’’ or not—[laughter]—but he
was the youngest Governor ever and the old-

est Governor ever, and he’s still looking pret-
ty spry to me.

I appreciate the Speaker and the Senate
President, as well as the minority leaders in
the Senate and the House for coming. Thank
you all for being here to say hello. And your
mayor showed up. Mr. Mayor, thanks for
coming, as well. It’s an honor to be with my
fellow citizens from West Virginia on such
a beautiful day. And it’s a day for me to tell
you, folks, we’re winning.

Little did I realize the last time I was here
that I would be coming back to this very spot
to thank the fine men and women of the
West Virginia Guard for helping us fight and
win the war against terror—all of you. For
all who wear our uniform, I want to thank—
say thank you on behalf of all Americans. For
the moms and dads and wives and husbands
and sons and daughters of those who wear
the uniform—some of whom had been de-
ployed out of West Virginia—thanks from
the bottom of our hearts for your sacrifice.
It is for a cause that is noble and a cause
that is just and a cause that this great Nation
will win.

I appreciate the fact that our Nation is now
on alert, that we’re ready, that if you see
something odd happening in your neighbor-
hood, that you now know to go and notify
the local police—something different is hap-
pening, and we might ought to take a look
at it.

Every morning I wake up like I did this
morning, and I get to the Oval Office—I’m
an early morning man. Barney and Spot and
I head out to the South Lawn. [Laughter]
I head in to the Oval Office, and the first
thing I look at is potential threats to the
United States. Every morning I’m reminded
that my most important job in this day and
age is to make sure our Government, the
Federal Government and all governments at
all levels do everything we can to prevent
a further attack on the good people of this
country.

I want to assure you, we’re chasing down
every lead; we’re following every hint. Our
FBI is on full alert. Their primary task now
is to prevent another attack. We’re working
with States—as I mentioned the Governor—
we’re working with local officers to better
share information to disrupt and prevent.
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And I’m so proud of the way our Nation is
responding, but the truth of the matter is,
the best way to secure the homeland of the
United States is to find the enemy where he
hides and bring him to justice.

I know I’m like many moms—many dads,
and Laura is like many moms who yearn for
peace. We want nothing more than our chil-
dren to be in a peaceful world. But I under-
stand that in order to defeat the evil ones,
we must use the mighty U.S. military to
put—after we have put them on notice, to
rout them out of their caves and to bring
them to justice. And that’s exactly what our
Nation will do.

Our military has performed brilliantly. I
gave them a task with clear objectives, and
they’re accomplishing those tasks and those
objectives. I said real clear to the world
that—real clearly to the world—the old west
Texan in me slipping out—[laughter]—clear-
ly to the world, I said that either you are
with us or you are against us when it comes
to finding terror. I’m proud to report many,
many, many nations have signed up to be
with us. But I want to assure you all that
if I tire, they will go to sleep. And if we blink,
so will they. And therefore, it’s so important
for this Nation to remain steadfast and re-
solved and strong in our purpose to free the
world of terror so our children can live
peacefully.

I want to thank the people of West Virginia
and the American people for their patience.
They understand that the task at hand may
take a while. They understand that this coun-
try is in this for the long pull, that in order
to secure freedom for generations to come,
that we, this generation, must be willing to
sacrifice, must be patient, must be deter-
mined, and must be resolved. We have no
other choice, as far as I’m concerned. It’s
either allow terror to spread its wings and
terrorize others, or to stand tough. And this
Nation has made the decision to stand tough.
And I’m proud of her.

A fellow came the other day to the office
and said, ‘‘Well, are you worried about Mr.
bin Laden?’’ I said, ‘‘No, I’m not too worried
about him. He’s the guy that needs to be
worried.’’ [Laughter] But I want to assure
you, the objective is not bin Laden. Oh, we’ll
get bin Laden. There’s only so many caves

he can hide in, if he’s still hiding in caves.
My attitude was, once we get him running,
it’s just a matter of time before we bring him
to justice.

But the mission is broader than just one
person. The mission is to make sure that ter-
ror, wherever it tries to settle in, is routed
out. The mission is to say to the governments
that think that we’re not watching, ‘‘We’re
watching, and if you try to harbor a terrorist,
feed a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as those
who would commit murder on innocent citi-
zens.’’

So I want to reiterate what I said to those
who are making the sacrifice by wearing the
uniform and particularly their families. I
want to thank you. I grieve and mourn and
pray when we lose a life. And we will, when
it comes to the war on terror. But I told——

Audience member. We love you, sir!
The President. Thank you. [Laughter]
But I told the families that I’ve spoken to,

by word and written letter, that this Nation
is doing the right thing, that we’re seeds in
history, that we refuse to be shaped by terror,
that we will win the war on terror, and the
cause of sacrifice is noble, and it is just.

What a great nation we have: A nation that
is willing to sacrifice for freedom and, at the
same time, a nation that is liberating women
and children in Afghanistan from the evil re-
pression of the Taliban; a nation that not only
stands on principle but a nation that is a na-
tion of liberators. I’m so proud of our military
and the American people, and the Afghan
women and children thank you from the bot-
tom of our heart.

I know a lot of people are thinking over-
seas, and that’s—I can understand that, but
we’ve got a lot of work here to do at home,
too. The evil ones, when they hit us, affected
our economy. And I’ve got to tell you some-
thing: I’m worried about people being able
to find jobs. My economic plan is based upon
this word: jobs. I want to ask that question
all around the country, what do we do to cre-
ate work? There’s a lot of good people who
want to work, and we’ve got to help them
find work. And so I’m asking Congress, when
they come back, to keep in mind one word:
jobs.

Now, we’ve got to help people. We’ve got
to help the good folks who have lost their
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job as a result of 9/11, and that means extend-
ing unemployment benefits. We can do that.
That means helping them with health care,
and we’ll do that. But the American people,
they don’t want just an unemployment check;
they want a permanent paycheck. And that’s
what we’ve got to be figuring out how to do.

I remember when I was campaigning in
West Virginia, I said, ‘‘If you’d give me a
chance to become your President, one thing
I’ll fight for is to let the working people keep
more of their own money.’’ And guess what?
We got it done. I mean, a real tax relief pack-
age that understands that by giving people
their own money, somebody is going to spend
more. And if somebody spends more, some-
body is going to produce what their spend-
ing—spend money to produce what their
spending on, which means they’ve got to hire
people. Listen, tax relief equals jobs.

And thank goodness we did it when we
did. This economy was slowing down—the
evidence shows it—in March of 2001. It was
beginning to kind of grind down, and tax re-
lief happened at the right time. There’s some
weird economics going on in Washington.
There are some saying they don’t want the
tax relief plan to go through, which is basi-
cally a tax increase. They want to raise taxes
in the midst of a recession. I can’t imagine
what textbook they’re reading. [Laughter]
But raising taxes, or not allowing money in
people’s pockets in the midst of the reces-
sion, is the wrong prescription. If you want
to create jobs, let the American people have
more of their own money so they can spend
it.

We’ve got to sell more products around
the world. I’ve spent a lot of time talking
to American farmers. I said, ‘‘Look, our farm-
ers are the best in the world. We’re the best
at growing crops. So why don’t we try to feed
people who don’t have food?’’ It seems like,
to me, it makes sense for us to open markets
for U.S. products.

We’re good at what we do. We’ve got the
best workers in the world. We’re the most
productive people on the face of the Earth.
We should not fear opening markets; we
ought to welcome opening markets so we can
sell more products. If we sell more products
overseas, it means more jobs for the working
people in America.

In order to grow our economy—in order
to grow our economy, we’ve got to have an
energy plan. Believe it or not, we’re the first
administration in a long time that’s devel-
oped a comprehensive energy plan. On the
one hand, it says, we’ve got to do a good
job of conservation. We’ve got to promote
technologies that will enable people to have
the same lifestyle without burning as much
energy. We’ve got to figure out ways for our
cars to burn less fuel, but be able to be com-
fortable and be able to let families drive all
throughout West Virginia. We’ve got to con-
serve energy.

But conservation is only one half of the
equation. In order to become less dependent
on foreign sources of energy, we’ve got to
find and produce more energy at home, in-
cluding coal. I don’t view the world as zero
sum. I believe that we can have coal produc-
tion and enhanced technologies in order to
make sure the coal burns cleaner. I believe
we can have both. Now, I know there are
some in Washington who don’t want to con-
cede that, but they must not have much faith
in the technology that’s coming on line. I
don’t believe we can be independent as a
nation unless we’ve got a constructive coal
policy.

And so I asked Congress, once and for all,
to pass a comprehensive energy plan, includ-
ing exploring for natural gas in the State of
Alaska so we can be less dependent.

The other day—some of the most inter-
esting meetings are taking place in Wash-
ington. The other day I was with Jimmy
Hoffa. A lot of people say, ‘‘Well, he’s a Re-
publican. Obviously, he doesn’t care about
the union.’’ That’s not true at all, for starters.
I care about working people. I don’t care
what label they put on them. I don’t care
if they’re a Democrat, Republican, inde-
pendent, union, nonunion; I want to find jobs
for everybody. I’m the President of every-
body, not just a few. And so I sat down with
Jimmy, and we talked about—and I was with
the head of the carpenters, and seafarers, and
construction people. And we’re talking about
jobs.

And he reminded me, one reason he was
so strong for the energy plan was not only
because it was good for U.S. security—he
cares about U.S. security just like I care

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:42 Jan 29, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04JAT4.025 pfrm04 PsN: P04JAT4



100 Jan. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

about U.S. security—but because when we
explore for energy in America, it means jobs
for working people. This is just as much of
a job program as it is an energy—as a national
security program, folks. And it’s about time
Congress skips all the politics and focuses on
what’s right for the American people.

Congress is coming back tomorrow to
Washington, and my call to Congress is, not
let the year 2002 become a bitter, political
year. Now, I know a lot of them are running
for office, and that’s fine. And I’ve got my
favorites—[laughter]—like Shelley Moore.
But there are some things that are more im-
portant than political party.

The national security is more important
than political party. And I appreciate the way
Democrats and Republicans have worked to-
gether. Energy is more important than polit-
ical party. Jobs are more important than po-
litical party. And we showed what’s possible
in Washington on the education bill. We
passed a good piece of legislation that says,
public education is a cornerstone of job secu-
rity. It’s a cornerstone of hope. And the Fed-
eral Government is going to take an active
role in promoting accountability to make sure
nobody gets left behind in America.

I trust the local people of West Virginia
to make the choices for the children of West
Virginia. So we’re going to pass power out
of Washington, so the schools are run locally.
But there are some major initiatives inherent
in that bill. One of them is making sure every
child reads. I mean every child, not just a
few, not just only one kind of child—every
single child. If we want to have an America
that is hopeful and prosperous, if we want
to have a job-oriented country, we’d better
make sure our schools teach every child how
to read. And if they don’t, it’s time for us
to start blowing the whistle on failure and
changing things early, before it’s too late.

So there I was, a couple of weeks ago, trav-
eling the country, saying, ‘‘You know, Ted
Kennedy is a pretty good fellow.’’ I know that
sends a lot of shock waves throughout Amer-
ican political scene. [Laughter] It certainly
shocked him. [Laughter] We worked to-
gether on the education bill. Instead of say-
ing, ‘‘Well, I can’t talk to you because you’re
of this party, and you can’t talk to me because
I’m that party,’’ we said, ‘‘Why don’t we do

what’s right for America when it comes to
our children? Why don’t we set aside all the
bickering? It’s time for us to understand in
Washington that America is more important
than our political parties and come together
and do what’s right for the American peo-
ple.’’

We are a strong, strong nation, and I am
so proud to be the President of such an in-
credible land. You know, the enemy, when
they hit us on 9/11, really didn’t understand
America. They thought we were soft. I guess
they were watching too much TV. [Laughter]
They didn’t understand our character or our
resolve. They didn’t understand that if you
anger a mighty nation, that we will rise up
with one voice and bring justice. We’re a na-
tion not of revenge but a nation of justice.
We’re a nation that loves our freedom. We’re
a nation—a nation based upon some funda-
mental values and principles.

You know, after 9/11, a lot of mothers and
dads sat down at their dinner tables and reas-
sessed their value systems. They said, ‘‘We
now understand our most important job is
to love our children. We may be working 8
to 5, but loving your children is forever.’’
There’s a lot of mothers and dads—there’s
a lot of moms and dads saying, ‘‘I love you,’’
on a daily basis, and that’s good. Out of evil
can and has come good.

Audience member. How’s Laura?
The President. She’s doing great. Thank

you for mentioning her name. [Laughter]
Laura is doing great. I got to tell you, what
a fabulous, fabulous wife and First Lady she
is. It’s clear I married above myself. [Laugh-
ter]

But I want you all to know that many have
asked, ‘‘What can I do to help America?’’ And
they’re still asking that question. Well, the
best way to fight evil is with good. The best
way to let the enemy know here at home
that they have not affected us is for parents
to love their children more, is for people in
communities all across West Virginia to help
a neighbor at need. If you’ve got a shut-in
across the street from you and want to be
a soldier in the war against terror, walk across
the street on a daily basis and say, ‘‘Can I
help you?’’

If your church group or synagogue or
mosque knows somebody who’s lonely, why
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don’t you help set up a mentoring program
so the child knows somebody in America
loves him or her? If you want to be a soldier
in the war against terror, love a neighbor just
like you’d like to be loved yourself.

America is defined not by our Govern-
ment. America is defined by millions of acts
of kindness that take place every single day
all across America, because this Nation is a
nation of such strong values, of such strong
faith, that nobody, no evil one will ever be
able to diminish the good inherent in the soul
and character of the American people.

It is my honor to be your President and
to be the President of such a fabulous land.
Thank you for having me come. May God
bless. God bless America. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. at
Yeager Airport. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. Robert E. Wise and former Gov. Cecil H.
Underwood of West Virginia; Speaker Robert S.
Kiss and Minority Leader Charles S. Trump IV,
West Virginia House of Delegates; President Earl
Ray Tomblin and Minority Leader Vic Sprouse,
West Virginia Senate; Mayor Jay Goldman of
Charleston; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization; James P. Hoffa, gen-
eral president, International Brotherhood of
Teamsters; Douglas J. McCarron, general presi-
dent, United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join-
ers; Mike Sacco, president, Seafarers International
Union; and Edward C. Sullivan, president, Build-
ing and Construction Trade Department.

Telephone Remarks to the March for
Life
January 22, 2002

Nellie, thank you very much. I want to
thank you very much, and I want to wish
everybody a good afternoon. I’m calling from
the State of West Virginia.

I want to begin, Nellie, by praising you
and your dedication to the cause of human
life. For almost 30 years, Americans from
every State in the Union have gathered on
the Washington Mall in order to march for
life. This march is an example of an inspiring
commitment and of deep human compas-
sion.

Everyone there believes, as I do, that every
life is valuable, that our society has a respon-
sibility to defend the vulnerable and weak,

the imperfect, and even the unwanted, and
that our Nation should set a great goal that
unborn children should be welcomed in life
and protected in law.

Abortion is an issue that deeply divides our
country, and we need to treat those with
whom we disagree with respect and civility.
We must overcome bitterness and rancor
where we find it and seek common ground
where we can. But we will continue to speak
out on behalf of the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our society.

We do so because we believe the promises
of the Declaration of Independence are the
common code of American life. They should
apply to everyone, not just the healthy or the
strong or the powerful. A generous society
values all human life. A merciful society seeks
to expand legal protection to every life, in-
cluding early life, and a compassionate soci-
ety will defend a simple, moral proposition:
Life should never be used as a tool or a
means to an end.

These are bedrock principles, and that is
why my administration opposes partial-birth
abortion and public funding for abortion,
why we support teen abstinence and crisis
pregnancy programs, adoption and parental
notification laws, and why we are against all
forms of human cloning.

And that is why I urge the United States
Senate to support a comprehensive and ef-
fective ban on human cloning, a ban that was
passed by an overwhelming and bipartisan
vote of the House of Representatives last
July.

We are a society with enough compassion
and wealth and love to care for both mothers
and their children and to seek the promise
and potential of every single life. You’re
working and marching on behalf of a noble
cause and affirming a culture of life. Thank
you for your persistence, for defending
human dignity, and for caring for every mem-
ber of the human family.

May God continue to bless America.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. from
Charleston, WV, to march participants on the Na-
tional Mall in Washington, DC. In his remarks,
he referred to Nellie J. Gray, president, March
for Life Education and Defense Fund.
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Exchange With Reporters in Belle,
West Virginia
January 22, 2002

Enron/Upcoming Session of Congress
Q. Mr. President, do you think the Enron

investigation will become a distraction for
Congress and, by extension, your goals?

The President. No.

Terrorist Attack in India/Upcoming
Session of Congress

Q. Is the attack in Calcutta an attack on
America? Was the attack in Calcutta an at-
tack on our country?

The President. Well, we’re gathering
more information about it, to find out exactly
what the facts are. Terror is terror, however.
It doesn’t matter whether it’s an attack on
us or an attack on other people. You’ve got
to work together to fight off terrorists.

For your question, I believe Congress
knows what it needs to do. It needs to fund
the war. It needs to fund homeland security.
It needs to work on ways to create jobs. And
I’m confident that all the facts will come out
on Enron. And I’m also confident that if Con-
gress has the right attitude, we can get a lot
done. We need an energy policy, a trade pol-
icy. So I’m going to keep talking about it until
we get it done.

Enron
Q. Do you worry that Enron creates a neg-

ative perception about you or your policies?
The President. Our administration has

done the exact right thing. There has been
a couple of contacts with people in my Cabi-
net. And my Cabinet officers said, ‘‘No help
here.’’ And we’re starting an investigation be-
fore anybody started paying attention to
Enron. Last December, Elaine Chao started
an investigation of pensions. And I’m abso-
lutely confident the American people know
that my administration has acted the right
way.

What I’m outraged about is that share-
holders and employees didn’t know all the
facts about Enron. My own mother-in-law
bought stock last summer, and it’s not worth
anything now. If she had known all the facts,
I don’t know what her decision would have
been made, but she didn’t know all the facts.

And a lot of shareholders didn’t know all the
facts. And that’s wrong.

And so our Government must do some-
thing about it, must make sure that the ac-
counting practices that have been going on
for quite a while are addressed, make sure
there’s full disclosure and the corporate gov-
ernment’s issues are wide open for everybody
to understand.

If Congress is going to do its business, and
should—the Congress also needs to stay fo-
cused on the American people. We’re run-
ning a war. We’ve got to make sure our
homeland is secure. And we’ve got to make
sure people can find work. And we’ll take
care of our business.

Q. [Inaudible]—call the information about
meetings between the Vice President and
Enron and energy policy, just to get it
out——

The President. If somebody has got an
accusation about some wrongdoing, just let
me know. It’s like when I talked with Don
Evans and O’Neill, they told me they had
spoke to Enron. I said, ‘‘Tell the people what
you did.’’ And if there’s any accusations, if
you’ve got anything on your mind—the en-
ergy report should speak for itself. We laid
out the energy report; it’s fully disclosed.
People now know that we need an energy
plan based upon conservation and increasing
supplies and better transmission of energy.
And there’s no better place to talk about en-
ergy than right here in West Virginia, which
is an energy-dependent State.

Energy Policy and Coal Miners
Q. The West Virginia coal miners, sir, what

do you say to——
The President. My answer is that with a

comprehensive energy plan, they’re going to
be able to find work. And we need an energy
plan. And there are ways to have coal explo-
ration and coal development with a sensitivity
toward our environment.

Q. What about the West Virginian who’s
not into coal, the other part of the State that
needs help so badly?

The President. Well, education is going
to be the first step. People getting a good
education are going to be able to find good
work. And West Virginia has got an inter-
esting, burgeoning tourist industry. They’ve
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got a good natural gas industry, and they’ve
got a lot going for them. But a lot of it is
going to be the ability to educate the people
so they can find work. And that’s why this
education bill is a good piece of legislation.

Thank you, all, pleasure.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:40 p.m. during
a tour of the Walker Machinery Co. Powertrain
and Engine Rebuild Facility. In his remarks, the
President referred to his mother-in-law, Jenna
Welch.

Remarks to Employees of the Cecil I.
Walker Machinery Company in Belle
January 22, 2002

Thank you very much. Well, thank you for
that warm welcome. Steve, I appreciate the
fact that everybody who works here has got
a uniform on with my middle name. [Laugh-
ter] I don’t know if he’ll claim me as a rel-
ative, being a Walker. [Laughter] But hearing
how you like to sing at parties in West Vir-
ginia, I’m not so sure I want to claim you.
[Laughter]

But I’m honored you all would have me.
I appreciate small-business owners, entre-
preneurs, people who work hard, people who
build a team. I want to thank the workers
here for such a warm greeting. I also appre-
ciate you for your high-quality work. You
know, American workers are the best in the
world, and Walker employees are some of
the best workers in the world, too.

I can’t think of a better place to talk about
economic security than at a place that works
hard to create jobs and helps people keep
a job and makes sure that people who work
here are treated well, treated with respect.

At its core, an economic security plan for
every American has got to be the goal of our
Government, and it begins with a good edu-
cation and ends with secure retirement. And
in between, much of one’s life depends on
being able to find work, good, steady work.
And that’s how I approach decisions about
our economy. I ask, are we creating an envi-
ronment in which people can find work. My
economic plan is summed up in one word:
jobs. And that’s what all of us in Washington
ought to be asking: How do we create jobs
for people who want to work in America?

I want to thank members of the West Vir-
ginia delegation who are with me. Shelley
traveled with me from Washington. We flew
down together; we had a good visit. Every
time I talk to her, she constantly talks about
West Virginia. Every time I talk to her, she
doesn’t necessarily do everything I tell her
to. She’s got kind of a West Virginia inde-
pendent streak to her. [Laughter] But I’m
proud to call her friend, and I’m also proud
to call Jay Rockefeller friend. He and I are
different political parties, but that’s okay. We
both love America.

The other day I had the honor of signing
a piece of legislation at the White House,
called the Safe and Stable Families Act. It’s
a really good piece of legislation. It’s legisla-
tion that promotes adoption, legislation that
helps foster care children. It’s a legislation
sponsored by Republicans and Democrats.
Senator Rockefeller was one of the sponsors,
and I sung his praises there, and I’m happy
to come on his home turf and sing his praises
here for this piece of legislation. So, thank
you, Senator Rockefeller, for doing it.

Every job begins with one decision, and
that is the decision by somebody to say, ‘‘I
want to hire you.’’ It comes as a surprise to
some in Washington, though, when you think
about that, that most of the hiring does not
take place at the Government level. Of
course, we create jobs by hiring people at
the Government level. Most hiring takes
place at small businesses. Most hiring takes
place when an employer in the private sector
says, ‘‘I need you to work for me.’’ And so
the job of the Government, if you think about
it, is not to try to create wealth. That’s not
the job of the Government. The job of a Gov-
ernment is to create an environment in which
more people are willing to hire more work-
ers.

If jobs are the most important part of one
of my jobs, then I’m going to insist that peo-
ple ask the question, how do we encourage
people to hire more people? That’s what we
ought to be asking. And that’s the role of
Washington, DC.

It starts with making sure everybody is well
educated. You know, every new product,
every new service starts with a good idea.
And then that needs to be carried out by
talented, skilled, educated people. With a
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better educated workforce, our businesses,
small and large, all across America are going
to be able to innovate and make improve-
ments. A better educated workforce will
mean America is more productive, and high-
er productivity means more jobs and higher
paychecks.

So we’ve got to get it right when it comes
to education. And I’m proud to report this
is one issue where a handful of us in Wash-
ington decided to put aside our political par-
ties and focus on what was right for America.
I had the honor of signing a very good piece
of education legislation, sponsored by, of all
people in the Senate, Ted Kennedy. Now
look, I traveled the country saying the guy
is not a bad guy. [Laughter] I think I put
him in shock. [Laughter] I know I put the
people in Crawford, Texas, coffee shop in
shock. [Laughter] But on this issue we
worked well together, Republicans and
Democrats. We showed the country that
party is all right—I’m a proud Republican—
it’s not nearly as important as the education
of our children.

One of the roles of Government is not only
to create an environment that is good for jobs
but to remove obstacles, if they exist, for peo-
ple having jobs. One of the obstacles that
exists in our society is a public school system
that simply shuffles children through the
schools. It’s so much easier to quit on a child,
one that’s supposedly hard to educate. And
in some schools, in some school districts, and
in some States, we’ve had the practice of just
moving children through.

And that’s not right in America. It is not
right to quit on kids. And so now, as a result
of this piece of legislation that both the
Members here voted for, we asked—we say,
‘‘Look, if you get Federal money’’—and
we’re going to spend money, by the way, on
certain areas in education out of the Federal
Government—‘‘but if you get it, you’ve got
to show us whether or not the children can
read and write and add and subtract.’’

I’m asking the simple question, are we get-
ting results with your money? And if not, do
something different. If we’re spending
money, we expect children to learn to read.
And if they can’t, you’d better change, or oth-
erwise, we’re going to give parents different
options, so that there is no child trapped in

a school that will not teach and will not
change.

I want to assure you, I remembered where
I came from. I trust the people of West Vir-
ginia to run the schools of West Virginia, so
we passed power out of Washington to the
States. But we expect high standards and
high accountability and results. If what we’re
worried about is jobs, we’ve got to remove
the obstacle for people finding good work
by educating every child who lives in Amer-
ica.

But education doesn’t just stop at the ele-
mentary school level or high school or col-
lege. This Nation has got to understand, as
technology changes, we’ve got to make sure
the workforce changes with it. And that’s why
I strongly support local job training pro-
grams.

We’re increasing—significantly increasing
the amount of job training in our—in the
budget I submit to Congress. It recognizes
there are a lot of good, hard-working people
in America who received an education, that
were skilled in one area, but the job base
has shifted, and therefore, we better educate
people to make sure that they can shift with
the technologies. And as well, my 2003 budg-
et increases funding for Job Corps, which is
an effective program that will help disadvan-
taged young people learn how to work.

So one thing we can do to make sure that
people find a job is to make sure our edu-
cation system works well throughout its en-
tirety. Another thing to make sure there’s an
opportunity to create more jobs is to have
good tax policy that allows people to keep
more money, more of their own money, that
you can put more of your own money in your
own pocket, and you can spend it.

When workers have more money—and by
the way, it’s your money to begin with. It’s
not the Government’s money. Somebody said
the other day, ‘‘Well, the Government is giv-
ing back the money.’’ Well, it’s not the Gov-
ernment’s money; it’s the people who work
for a living’s money. If you have more of your
own money, it means you’re going to spend
more. And if you spend more, somebody is
going to have to make more of what you’re
spending it on, which means more likely
somebody is going to find work. That’s how
the economy works.
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The same with Walker. I want the Walkers
to have more money to reinvest in their busi-
ness. I want the Walkers to be able to have
more cash flow so they can upgrade the
equipment which the workers here use. It
means it’s more likely that somebody is going
the find a job for the long term.

Now, there is kind of a wacky economic
theory going around Washington. It says,
‘‘The more they take in your taxes, the better
off you’ll be.’’ [Laughter] It doesn’t make any
economic sense. It doesn’t make any dollars
and cents. And here in West Virginia, like
they do elsewhere, they’ve got to know this
is nonsense.

This economy started slowing down last
March. And so the tax cut we put in place
for everybody who pays taxes came right at
the right time. If you want to encourage an
economy to recover, you let people keep
more of their own money. If you want to
slow down an economy, you stop tax cuts.
You, in essence, take money away from peo-
ple, and that’s not right, folks. I’m worried
about job security. The more money people
have, the more likely it is you’re going to
be able to find work.

Now, I’m also worried about people who
lost work because of the evil ones who at-
tacked us. And I look forward to working
with members of both political parties to ex-
tend unemployment benefits to those who
lost their job and to help them with health
care. Surely, we can come together to do
that.

But any good economic stimulus plan must
ask the question, how do we create more
jobs? And one way to do that is to accelerate
tax relief for workers, and the other way to
do that is to make sure the Tax Code doesn’t
punish companies like Walker. We ought to
allow them to accelerate the depreciation
schedule so it is more likely they will buy
more equipment. And we’ve got to reform
a Tax Code that makes them pay more taxes
even though their profits are going down.

And it is time for a vote. It’s time for peo-
ple to set aside who’s going to benefit on
the nightly news, you know, whose picture
is going to look the best. Let’s get a vote
up. Let’s pass this bill. Let’s quit talking
about it, and let’s get the bill going. Congress
is coming back tomorrow, and I’m confident,

if they listen to the people out there, they’ll
know it’s time to get a piece of legislation
moving that will help create jobs and help
workers who got affected as a result of
9/11.

The next opportunity is to make sure that
this Nation has an energy policy. This Nation
needs an energy policy. Jobs depend on af-
fordable energy. If there’s a price spike or
a disruption in supply, people may not have
work. And it’s also in our Nation’s national
security interests that we become less de-
pendent on foreign sources of energy.

And we’re dependent. We’re dependent
on energy from some parts of the world
where sometimes they like us, and some-
times they don’t. And we need to do some-
thing about it. We need an energy bill. We
passed one out of the House of Representa-
tives, and it’s now time for the United States
Senate to pass a good bill. It’s one that says,
‘‘Of course, we’ll conserve more.’’ All of us
want to have new technologies that will make
conservation a part of our life. And we can
do a better job in America. One of these days,
we’re going to be driving automobiles that
are fueled differently. And that’s going to be
exciting times for America. In other words,
there’s new technologies coming down, and
we can encourage those technologies. So
conservation, technological development
have got to be an integral part of energy.

But folks, we need more supply. You know,
I’m walking back here in the back, and they
said, ‘‘I’m now repairing a machine that digs
for coal.’’ We need to use coal. We’ve got
a lot of it, and we need to make sure that
we’ve got coal.

A lot of people don’t realize that good en-
ergy policy means jobs. Bad energy policy
means we might lose jobs. Good energy pol-
icy means we can create jobs.

I was with Jimmy Hoffa the other day, of
the Teamsters, in his headquarters. I know,
I mean, people don’t expect a Republican
to be hanging out with the Teamsters.
[Laughter] But he and I share something in
common: We worry about people who want
to work. He worries about it as the head of
a mighty union. I worry about it as the Presi-
dent.

See, I’m the President of everybody, not
just a few. I’m the President of people
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whether they voted for me or not. I’m the
President of union and nonunion. I’m the
President of Republicans and Democrats and
independents. And I share something in
common with Jimmy, and that is how best
to get jobs. That’s why he and I both know
that the energy bill ought to make sure we
can explore for natural gas and crude oil in
Alaska. It’s good for jobs. He knows what
I know: That means work for people.

There’s going to be a lot of work. And he
knows what I know, as well: that we can do
so in an environmentally friendly way, that
we can have a footprint in this vast tundra
that will not affect the environment and, at
the same time, make us less dependent on
foreign sources of energy.

Listen, finding oil and gas and coal in our
own hemisphere—and nuclear power, for
that matter—in our own hemisphere is in our
national security interest. And I ask the Sen-
ate to put aside all the politics and get me
a good energy bill. It’s in the best interests
for people trying to find work, and it’s in the
best interests of the United States of Amer-
ica.

We can create more opportunities by sell-
ing more products overseas. You know, I
spent a lot of time as the Governor of Texas
with the farmers. The agricultural sector is
an incredibly important part of our economy.
And one of the benefits we have as a nation
is, we can feed ourselves. That’s good for the
national security interest, by the way. But we
produce more food than we need. We ought
to be selling it overseas. The more markets
available for U.S. products, the more likely
it is somebody is going to find work.

It is so important for America to under-
stand that we’re good at what we do. We
can compete with anybody in the world.
We’ve got the most productive workforce on
the face of the Earth. Therefore, let’s open
up markets to sell our products. The Senate
has got to give me the ability to do that. It
came out of the House; it’s bottled up in the
Senate. I ask them to pass that bill called
the trade promotion authority.

In order to create good jobs, we’ve got to
have a legal system that’s fair and balanced.
I want people who have got a good case to
be able to make their case in court. But I’m
going to tell you, the Walker boys fear frivo-

lous and junk lawsuits. I don’t know them
that well, but I can guess they do. [Laughter]
And we don’t need a lot of regulation either.
The Federal Government ought to be wise
about how we enforce standards but not
overregulate those who are trying to create
work.

We can do some smart things in Wash-
ington to create jobs. One of the things the
Government needs to do is to spend money
on research and development. The more re-
search and development there are, the more
likely it is we’ll find interesting answers to
energy problems or health problems or na-
tional security issues. And that translates into
jobs.

And so my budget for 2003 spends $110
billion on Federal research—on grants for re-
search and development. It makes sense. The
more we know today about the future, the
more likely it is we’re going to be able to
have a workforce that’s steadily employed.

And finally, we’ve got to make sure that
we have retirement security, that if part of
a secure economic environment begins with
education, it’s got to end with making sure
that our Medicare system works well, that
people are given options, that it’s a modern
system that reflects the modern ways of med-
icine, and that we have a Social Security sys-
tem that fulfills the promise to the elderly
but recognizes we better reform her for the
younger workers so that they will have a So-
cial Security system, one that says if you’re
relying upon Social Security today, nothing
changes. The promise we have made you will
be a promise this Government will keep.

But if you’re a younger worker, we’ve got
to trust you to manage your own money, if
that’s what you choose to do. You see, owner-
ship is a part of what it means to have a soci-
ety that is vibrant, that is a society based upon
economic security. I want people to own
their home, and so we’ve got plans to encour-
age ownership from renters. I want people
to be able to manage their own money. I
want people to be able to own and start their
own business. I want them to be able to pass
their farm or ranch or business from one gen-
eration to the next. That’s why I was so insist-
ent we get rid of the death tax in the Tax
Code. Ownership is what makes America
unique and different. And if we’re asking
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about how to make sure we have a secure
environment for workers and families, let’s
encourage people to own their own home
and business and their own retirement ac-
counts. And we can do that.

As a matter of fact, I’m confident in our
economy, confident in—because I’m con-
fident in the American way of life. You know,
they hit us on 9/11, but Walker was running
before 9/11, and it’s running after 9/11. I
mean, some certainly have gotten affected as
a result of the attacks. But they didn’t dimin-
ish the entrepreneurial spirit of America.
They didn’t diminish the drive by small-busi-
ness owners to expand and grow and to cre-
ate jobs. Now we’ve got—the underpinnings
of growth are with us. And our job in Wash-
ington, DC, is to encourage that growth and
to always remember that jobs are the corner-
stone of good economic policy.

But these are unique times in America,
which means we’ve got to really deal with
the problem that came upon our shores. The
truth of the matter is, the best thing I can
do for the economy is to make sure the
enemy doesn’t hit us again. And I’m proud
of the—[applause]—every morning I wake
up, walk into the great Oval Office. Well,
first I take Barney and Spot outside. [Laugh-
ter] But I go into this fabulous office—by
the way, it is just a—it’s a shrine to our great
democracy—and I read a threat assessment.
You know the intentions of the enemy are
to hit us again. And I make a vow every
morning that I will do everything in my
power and encourage those of us in positions
of responsibility not to let that happen.

You need to know our Government is on
full alert, and I hope you are, as well. People
say, ‘‘What does that mean?’’ Well, if you see
something odd happening, let somebody
know—something out of the ordinary. It’s
just like that stewardess on the airplane that
time when the shoe man showed up. She saw
something was odd. [Laughter] She thought
something was different, and she brought
him in. That’s what Americans must do now
as a result of the evil ones hitting us. We’ve
got to be on our toes.

The FBI has changed its culture. The FBI
is now focused on preventing another attack.
We’ve got agents all across the country work-
ing day-in and day-out to sniff out any lead,

any idea, because our biggest job is to pre-
vent them from coming at us. They may
come at us, but they’re not going to get us.

I want to thank the local law enforcement
officers here in West Virginia who are work-
ing hand in hand with State officers and
working with our Federal people, too. But
the truth of the matter is, the best way to
make sure that we secure our homeland is
to find the enemy where they hide and bring
them to justice, and that’s exactly what we’re
going to do.

Many of you have got relatives in the mili-
tary, and I want to thank you, and you thank
them on behalf of their Commander in
Chief. Put the military to a task, and the mili-
tary has performed brilliantly.

We told the world, I told the world, our
Government has told the world, our country
has told the world, that this compassionate,
generous Nation will not let terror stand, that
wherever we find terror, we will deal with
it. We put a great coalition together, people
who understand that this is an historic oppor-
tunity and a moment in which those who love
freedom must not blink and must not tire,
that—I made it clear that if you harbor a
terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, we’re going
to treat you like a terrorist.

And the Taliban learned that lesson be-
cause of our United States military. They’re
not in power. And by routing them out of
power, this great Nation not only defended
freedom, not only sent a clear message about
our intention, but this great Nation liberated
a people. We liberated women and children.
We freed people from incredible oppression.
What a proud moment for America, that we
stood for what we believe and, in so doing,
gave people a better chance for life.

I want to thank you all and thank the
American people for your patience. If we
tire, the world will tire. If we get impatient,
the terrorists win. Yet our great Nation is
bound by such a love for freedom and the
desire not for revenge but for justice that
we’re not going to tire, that we will stay the
course.

Families in America have suffered the
greatest sacrifice of all, the loss of a loved
one. But in this case, the cause is noble, and
it is just. We fight for freedom and the ability
for our children and grandchildren to grow
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up in a peaceful world, one that does not
fear murderers coming onto our shore and
killing through acts of terror.

This country must not yield. We must seize
this moment of history. It is this generation’s
calling, and we are not going to let the world
down. We’re ready; we’re steady; we’re re-
solved. And we will rout out the terrorists,
no matter what cave they think they can hide
in, and bring them to justice.

You know, I was floored to think about
the attitudes of the enemy when they thought
we were soft. I couldn’t figure out which TV
show they had been watching. [Laughter] I
mean, can you imagine somebody saying the
great United States won’t respond, or the
great United States really doesn’t care, won’t
commit the resources necessary to rid the
world of evil? But my oh my, did they make
a huge mistake.

They also didn’t understand the character
of the country. They don’t understand how
good we are. They don’t understand Amer-
ica’s values: the values of freedom of worship
no matter what religion you choose, freedom
to speak, freedom to run for office, freedom
to vote, freedom to be—to work for your
family so your family can live in a peaceful
world. They don’t understand that. They
must not understand it.

I’m asked all the time, ‘‘What can I do
to help?’’ Well, what you could do to help
for a while was to travel, and it looks like
we’re getting better. Airlines are filling up,
and people are going to different destination
places. But the truth of the matter is, if you
want to fight evil—and make no mistake
about it, this is good versus evil—if you want
to fight evil, do some good.

If you’re interested in fighting evil, tell
your children you love them every day this
year. If you want to fight off evil, get involved
in the school system and make it as good
as it can be. Teach a child to read. If you
want to fight evil, go to your church or syna-
gogue or mosque and start a program that
will love a neighbor. If you want to fight evil,
go see a shut-in and say, ‘‘What can I do
to help?’’

You see, the great character of America
is not defined necessarily by our military ac-
tions, although that counts. The great char-
acter of America is defined by millions of

acts of decency and kindness that take place
every day all across our country.

The evil ones struck, but out of this will
come incredible good. The world will be
more peaceful when we accomplish our mis-
sion. And this country will be more compas-
sionate and more decent and more loving.

It’s such an honor to be the President of
a land that has achieved so much but with
much more to do. Thank you for giving me
the chance to come, and thank you for giving
me the chance to be your President.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the En-
gine Rebuild Center of the Walker Machinery Co.
Powertrain and Engine Rebuild Facility. In his
remarks, he referred to Steve Walker, president
and chief executive officer, Cecil I. Walker Ma-
chinery Co.; James P. Hoffa, general president,
International Brotherhood of Teamsters; and
Richard C. Reid, a passenger on American Air-
lines Flight AA63 who allegedly tried to ignite an
explosive device in his shoe while en route from
Paris to Miami on December 22, 2001.

Remarks at a Reserve Officers
Association Luncheon
January 23, 2002

Thank you all. At ease. [Laughter] I want
to thank you all very much for such a warm
welcome. It’s an honor to be here, and it’s
an honor to receive the Minuteman Award.
I’m in pretty good company: Scoop Jackson,
Strom Thurmond, President Ford, President
Reagan, and the best dad a guy could ever
have.

It’s a high privilege to be here with the
men and women of the Reserve Officers As-
sociation. For 80 years you stood up for
America and the people who wear its uni-
form. Today many Reserve officers are on
duty in our campaign against terror. Today
the Guard and Reserve are fighting a two-
front war, one in Central Asia and one here
at home.

The Air Force Reserve alone has flown
more than 3,000 sorties over Afghanistan and
more than 800 sorties to protect American
cities. In this hour of need, America is de-
pending on our Reserve officers. You are not
letting us down, and America is grateful.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:42 Jan 29, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04JAT4.025 pfrm04 PsN: P04JAT4



109Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Jan. 23

We’re in a fight for freedom and for the
security of the American people. We’re in
a fight for the values of civilization. And the
terrorists, the evil ones who targeted America
are learning something: They picked the
wrong enemy. Whatever it takes, whatever
it costs, this patient, this resolved Nation will
win the first war of the 21st century.

I want to thank Chip for his fine introduc-
tion and for picking me for the award.
[Laughter] I see Secretary of the Army
White is here. General Jumper is here. I’m
sure I’m going to miss somebody. David Chu
is here, and other members of one of the
finest teams—one of the finest national secu-
rity teams a President has ever put together.
Thank you all for coming. And I appreciate
the Reserve chiefs, as well. Thank you for
your service to the country.

You know, it has been 41⁄2 months since
September the 11th. It’s been 41⁄2 months
since we’ve been attacked. Sometimes it
seems like a long time. But one thing is for
certain: When you think about the nature of
the war we face, 41⁄2 months is not a very
long time. And yet, we’ve done a lot. We’ve
accomplished a lot.

One thing is for certain: This great Nation
has risen to the challenge. One of the most
brutal and repressive regimes ever, the
Taliban, is now out of business. We’ve
smoked members of Al Qaida out of their
caves. We’ve destroyed their bunkers, and
the global network of terrorists has seen the
first glimpse of their fate.

We’ve sent food and medical shipments to
the suffering people of Afghanistan. We’ve
helped them organize a new government that
represents all the people. And this proud
military and this great Nation has liberated
people. We’ve liberated women and children
who lived under the severe hand of the most
repressive Taliban.

And these gains are a tribute to the United
States military. There were no doubt in my
mind that when I unleashed our great mili-
tary, our men and women would perform
bravely. They have not let us down. Our mili-
tary is relentless—I mean relentless—in pur-
suing the terrorists. And at the same time,
we’ve shown great care in protecting inno-
cent life.

They serve with skill and dedication. Our
commanders are patient; they’re not restless.
They know that they’ve got the backing of
the administration and the American people;
that I’m patient; the people are patient. We
all know that we’ve entered a difficult phase
in our first theater in the war against terror;
that while, in the first couple of months, we
saw great success on the ground, we’re now
on a manhunt, one person at a time. No mat-
ter how long it takes, no matter where we
have to look, our United States military will
patiently and surely hunt down the mur-
derers and killers and terrorists and bring
them, one by one, to justice.

Our fight against terrorism began in Af-
ghanistan, but it’s not going to end there. We
still face a shadowy enemy who dwells in the
dark corners of the Earth. Dangers and sac-
rifices lie ahead. Yet, America will not rest;
we will not tire until every terrorist group
of global reach has been found, has been
stopped, and has been defeated.

We have a special responsibility to defend
freedom. And I accept that responsibility and
so does our military and so do the American
people. And I have the responsibility to pre-
pare the Nation for all that lies ahead. Next
week I will go before Congress to lay out
my priorities for the coming year. There will
be no room for misunderstanding. The most
basic commitment of our Government will
be the security of our country. We will win
this war; we will protect our people; and we
will work to renew the strength of our econ-
omy.

Our first priority is the military. The high-
est calling to protect the people is to
strengthen our military. And that will be the
priority of the budget I submit to the United
States Congress. Those who review our
budget must understand that we’re asking a
lot of our men and women in uniform, and
we’ll be asking more of them in the future.
In return, they deserve every resource, every
weapon needed to achieve the final and full
victory.

My ’03 budget calls for more than $48 bil-
lion in new defense spending. This will be
the largest increase in defense spending in
the last 20 years, and it includes another pay
raise for the men and women who wear the
uniform.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:42 Jan 29, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04JAT4.025 pfrm04 PsN: P04JAT4



110 Jan. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

We will invest in more precision weapons,
in missile defenses, in unmanned vehicles,
in high-tech equipment for soldiers on the
ground. The tools of modern warfare are ef-
fective. They are expensive. But in order to
win this war against terror, they are essential.
Buying these tools may put a strain on the
budget, but we will not cut corners when it
comes to the defense of our great land.

Another priority is to protect our people
from future terrorist attacks. And so the sec-
ond priority in my budget will be a major
new increase in spending for homeland secu-
rity. The Federal Government has already
acted quickly to increase the number of sky
marshals, to support the largest criminal in-
vestigation in U.S. history, to acquire anti-
biotics for large-scale treatment of anthrax,
to deploy hundreds of Coast Guard cutters
and aircraft and small boats to patrol ports,
and to station 8,000 National Guardsmen in
the Nation’s airports.

All this came in response to a sudden
emergency. Now we must undertake a sus-
tained strategy for homeland defense. In our
next budget, we move forward to complete
the hiring of 30,000 new Federal airport se-
curity workers. We will hire an additional 300
FBI agents to help fight the war on terror.
We’ll purchase new equipment to improve
the safety of the mail and protect the men
and women who deliver our mail. We’ll begin
a major program of research to combat the
threat of bioterrorism. We’ll modernize pub-
lic health labs throughout the country, im-
proving their capacity to detect and treat out-
breaks of disease. We will ensure that State
and local firemen and police and rescue
workers are prepared for terrorism, and we
will do more to secure our borders.

The American people are on watch against
future attacks, and so will their Government.
The truth of the matter is, though, in order
to fully secure America and our allies, those
of us who love and defend freedom, in order
to make sure we’re safe in the long run, we
must find the terrorists wherever they think
they can hide and, as I like to say, get them.

Another priority of the budget is to fight
the recession and work on the economic se-
curity of our people. You know, our country
is united when it comes to fighting the war.
We need to be united when it comes to bat-

tling recession, as well. It’s time to set aside
all the politics, all the posturing, and figure
out how to take care of workers whose lives
were affected because of the attacks on
9/11.

But as we do so, always remember that
people may want an unemployment check to
help them through tough times, but what
they really want is a permanent paycheck.
And therefore, jobs ought to be the central
core of any economic development plan that
we can run out of the United States Con-
gress.

So when I submit my budget to the United
States Congress, these will be my priorities.
We’ve made our choices to match the great
challenges and opportunities of our time.
Our great challenge is to protect the Amer-
ican people. Our great opportunity is to ad-
vance the cause of justice and human dignity
and freedom all across the world. In this
cause, our military is showing the world
America at its best.

And so, on behalf of an entire nation, I
want to say thanks to the men and women
who wear our uniform, and thanks to the Re-
serve Officers Association for your sacrifices
and your support of our great land.

Thank you for having me, and may God
bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:23 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Washington Hilton. In his re-
marks, he referred to Col. Charles L. ‘‘Chip’’
Holsworth, USAFR, national president, Reserve
Officers Association; Gen. John P. Jumper, USAF,
chief of staff, U.S. Air Force; and David S.C. Chu,
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness.

Remarks on Signing the Victims of
Terrorism Tax Relief Act of 2001
January 23, 2002

Thanks for coming. Please be seated.
Thank you all very much. We’ve come to-
gether today to remember and recognize vic-
tims of terrorism and to sign a piece of legis-
lation that will provide a tangible measure
of support for their families.

The Victims of Terrorism Tax Relief Act
will provide some tax relief to families of
those killed in the attacks on September the
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11th, the anthrax attacks after September the
11th, and the Oklahoma City bombing. This
is a small gesture, compared to the over-
whelming generosity of the American people
in times of tragedy. Yet this will help to ex-
tend that generosity because it exempts pay-
ments from charities to victims’ families from
Federal taxes. This legislation is a bipartisan
symbol of the Federal Government’s concern
for families who suffered such great loss.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here. I particularly want to thank
those who worked on the bill: Senator
Torricelli of New Jersey; Senators Schumer
and Clinton of New York—and by the way,
welcome back to the White House—Senator
Nickles of Oklahoma; Senators Allen and
Warner of Virginia; Senator Baucus of Mon-
tana; Congressman Rangel of New York;
Congressman Fossella of New York; Con-
gressman Thomas of California, who couldn’t
be here; and all the other Members, both
Republicans and Democrats. Welcome back
to town, and welcome to the White House.

We’re joined today by families who have
lost loved ones in the great acts of evil. As
you draw on faith and personal strength to
cope with your grief, I hope you’ll also find
comfort in the knowledge that your Nation
stands with you and prays for you. We mourn
those whom we’ve lost, and we face the fu-
ture together.

In times like these, we realize both the
purpose and the limitations of Government.
The Government cannot take away your pain
and sorrow, but it can bring the killers to
justice. It can devote its energy and resources
to try to prevent other families from experi-
encing what you’re going through and can
help remove some of the financial obligations
it imposes to ease your burdens.

The Oklahoma City bombing was a ter-
rible crime, and justice was done. And I can
assure each of you that justice will be done
to all those who are responsible for the evil
acts of September the 11th.

We’ve already driven the Taliban from
power in Afghanistan, and we’re helping a
new government take its place. We’ve infil-
trated Al Qaida caves. We destroyed their

camps. We will continue to destroy their
bunkers and their hideaways. We’ve put
them on the run, and we’ll hunt them down,
wherever they try to hide, and bring them
to justice.

As we wage the war on terrorism abroad,
we will also comfort families deeply hurt by
terrorism here at home. The Members of the
United States Congress who came together
to pass this bill I’ll sign today had one goal
in mind: to help ease your financial burdens
as you struggle to cope with the loss of your
loved ones.

Many families lost their primary wage
earners in the attack on the Murrah Federal
Building, in the attacks of September the
11th, and in the anthrax attacks after Sep-
tember the 11th. This financial strain
deepens the emotional and psychological im-
pact of the initial tragedies. The legislation
passed by Congress will relieve the tax bur-
den on families who have lost loved ones.
Under this law, the Federal Government will
collect no income taxes on wages earned by
terrorism victims in the year of their death
or in the preceding year.

Families of victims killed in the Oklahoma
City bombing will receive a tax refund on
behalf of their relatives. Some death benefits
paid by employers will be exempt from Fed-
eral taxation. Lower State tax rates will apply
to victims of terrorist attacks, as well as to
members of the armed services who have
been killed in combat zones. And to help in-
sure that families receive as much relief as
possible from charitable organizations, pay-
ments from charitable organizations to vic-
tims’ families will be exempt from Federal
taxation.

The Victims of Terrorism Tax Relief Act
is an important example of our national unity
and resolve, and it’s my honor to sign it today.
God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. H.R. 2884, ap-
proved January 23, was assigned Public Law No.
107–134.
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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

January 18, 2002

On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order
12947, the President declared a national
emergency pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701–1706) to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States posed by grave acts of violence com-
mitted by foreign terrorists who threaten to
disrupt the Middle East peace process. On
August 20, 1998, by Executive Order 13099,
the President identified four additional per-
sons, including Usama bin Laden, who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process.

Because these terrorist activities continue
to threaten the Middle East peace process
and continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States,
the national emergency declared on January
23, 1995, as expanded on August 20, 1998,
and the measures adopted on those dates to
deal with that emergency, must continue in
effect beyond January 23, 2002. Therefore,
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency with respect to foreign terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 18, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:57 a.m., January 18, 2001]

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on January 24, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process
January 18, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to for-
eign terrorists who threaten to disrupt the
Middle East peace process is to continue in
effect beyond January 23, 2002, to the Fed-
eral Register for publication. The most recent
notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 22,
2001 (66 Fed. Reg. 7371).

The crisis with respect to the grave acts
of violence committed by foreign terrorists
that disrupt the Middle East peace process
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on January 23, 1995, as expanded on
August 20, 1998, has not been resolved. Ter-
rorist groups continue to engage in activities
that have the purpose or effect of threatening
the Middle East peace process, and that are
hostile to United States interests in the re-
gion. Such actions constitute an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to foreign
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process and maintain in force the
economic sanctions against them to respond
to this threat.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
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This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on January 24.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the National Emergency With
Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten
To Disrupt the Middle East Peace
Process
January 18, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency, de-
clared in Executive Order 12947 of January
23, 1995, with respect to terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on January 24.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Iraq’s
Compliance With United Nations
Security Council Resolutions
January 23, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
providing a report prepared by my Adminis-
tration on the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s
compliance with the resolutions adopted by
the United Nations Security Council. The
last report, consistent with Public Law 102–
1, was transmitted on October 11, 2001.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 24.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Russia
January 23, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to the risk of nuclear proliferation
created by the accumulation of weapons-usa-
ble fissile material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 23, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 24.

Remarks to United States Mayors
and County Officials
January 24, 2002

Welcome to the White House. It’s a privi-
lege for me and for Tom to be with the coun-
try’s most accountable elected officials—
[laughter]—the mayors, los alcaldes.

We always used to say, you know, the gov-
ernment that’s closest to the people is that
which governs best. You know firsthand. You
know what it’s like to get the call to make
sure the streets are paved or the garbage is
picked up. You’re what I call practical.
[Laughter] The farther you get away from
the local governments, we get a little theo-
retical. But there’s nothing like being a
mayor to be a problem-solver.

And as you know, we’ve got a new problem
to solve here, and that’s the security of our
homeland. And I’m so pleased that you all
are here to give me a chance to discuss how
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we’re going to work together to solve this
common national problem, which is the secu-
rity of our people.

It’s your police forces, your emergency
medical teams, your fire fighters who are re-
sponsible for the first response on any ter-
rorist attack and are responsible for saving
lives. I say ‘‘terrorist attack’’ because we’re
still under attack. They still want to come
after us. These are evil people that are relent-
less in their desire to hurt those who love
freedom. And since we’re the bastion of free-
dom, the beacon of freedom, we’re their tar-
get. And we’re going to respond, and we’re
going to deal with it by working together.

I want to thank—when you go back to your
communities, you make sure that you thank
your police chiefs and your fire chiefs and
your emergency medical teams, not only on
behalf of the President but the entire coun-
try. These good folks put their lives at risk;
they work incredibly hard and long hours;
and they deserve the praise and love of our
Nation.

There obviously is a role for the Federal
Government, and I’ll discuss parts of our
homeland security strategy in a little bit. But
in order to make sure that our homeland is
secure for a long time, we as a nation must
be patient enough and resolved enough to
hunt down the killers and the terrorists wher-
ever they try to hide and bring them to jus-
tice. And that’s exactly what this country is
going to do.

I say ‘‘patient enough’’ because sometimes
there is a certain sense of anxiety that creeps
into the national dialog. Some folks are trying
to rush the score card, I guess, is a way to
put it. We’ve made huge progress in 41⁄2
months. I mean, we’ve done a lot, thanks to
a great military, by the way. And there’s a
lot of moms and dads and wives and hus-
bands and children who also need to be
thanked for their sacrifice.

But in the first theater to rout out terror,
we have done a lot. We’ve totally destroyed
the government and routed out the govern-
ment that thought they could hide the terror-
ists. You see, there used to be, I guess, a
school of thought around the world that it’s
okay to hide a terrorist; you weren’t consid-
ered a terrorist. We changed that. We said,
‘‘If you hide a terrorist, or you feed a ter-

rorist, or you coddle a terrorist, you’re just
as guilty as the terrorists, and we will hold
you accountable,’’ as the Taliban has found
out.

We have liberated people. I’m so proud
of our military and this great Nation and our
coalition—we’ve got a strong coalition—of
going into Afghanistan and freeing women
and children. It was a fantastic moment in
United States history, to be able to liberate
people that were so oppressed that they
probably thought they had no future. And
yet, we came. We came to achieve an objec-
tive—the objective was to hold a government
accountable for harboring a terrorist—and,
in so doing, became liberators. It’s a proud
moment for the country.

And now we’re chasing down people in the
first theater who, on the one hand, are willing
to commit others to suicide, and they them-
selves hide in caves. And they think they can
hide, and they may be able to hide today,
but we’ll get them. We’re going to get them
running, and when they run, we’ll bring them
to justice.

I’m plenty patient. I have no preconceived
notion about how long this should take, and
neither do the American people. What the
American people expect is a determined, re-
lentless effort. And that’s exactly what we’re
going to—that’s exactly how we’re going to
behave.

And so while we’re after them overseas,
there’s a lot to do at home. That’s what I
want to discuss today, that this is a two-front
war. Overseas we’re fighting, and at home
we’re fighting. We’re fighting to share infor-
mation—or working to share information to
make sure that all law enforcement agencies
are knitted up, that we do a better job of
alerting people, giving people a heads-up that
something might be going on in the neigh-
borhood and please help.

Our people are alert. The shoe man, the
shoe bomber, Reid, he found out how alert
Americans can be when he showed up on
the airplane, and all of a sudden people no-
ticed something was odd. And they turned
him in, and now he’s in prison. That’s what
we’re doing. But there’s more to do, and I
want to discuss that with you today. We’re
counting on you, and I’m about to tell you
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that we’re going to make resources available
so that we can work together.

I want to thank Tom for taking on a tough
assignment. I appreciate you bringing one
mayor who thought you did a good job as
Governor. [Laughter] I’m really proud of
Tom’s efforts. He understands local govern-
ment; he understands State Government. He
believes in cooperative efforts. He’s an open-
minded fellow. I hope you’ve found that he’s
willing to listen, willing to listen to good
ideas. He’s not an it’s-got-to-be-invented-
here guy. He believes that if there’s a good
idea, it doesn’t matter who brought it up,
Republican or Democrat; we’ll put it in
place. So I’m real proud of your efforts, Tom,
and thanks for your hard work.

Mel Martinez is here. He will have spent
a lot of quality time with you all on housing
issues. I appreciate your service, Mel. I ap-
preciate your—[applause]. A man who
worked with me a lot in Texas, who now runs
FEMA, who is a—who has made sure the
agency is responsive to emergencies, who will
eventually, soon, play a big effort in making
sure this national strategy for homeland de-
fense is effected in a way that helps you do
your job, and that’s Joe Allbaugh. Thank you
for coming.

I appreciate all the county officials, all the
city officials, all who helped make sure that
we work together in good fashion. I particu-
larly want to thank the head of the mayors.
I am a little disappointed in Mayor Morial.
I went down to Antoine’s the other day in
New Orleans to eat a meal. I was hoping I
could invite him and he would pay. [Laugh-
ter] But the intelligence-gathering system in
New Orleans works well, so he went to Mex-
ico. [Laughter] But nevertheless, Mr. Mayor,
I appreciate your service. I love your town,
and thanks for being here today, sir.

I’m going to the Congress next Tuesday
night to deliver a State of the Union Address,
and I will lay out the priorities of our Govern-
ment. You heard one of our first priorities:
That’s to fight and win this war.

The second priority of our Government,
a priority which will be reflected in my budg-
et, is making sure we protect the people at
home, homeland defense. And therefore, I’ll
be calling on Congress to pass a funding in-
crease for homeland defense of 38—an addi-

tional $38 billion. This is double the pre-Sep-
tember 11th numbers. Thirty-eight billion is
the total request—double over 2002. It’s the
beginning of a homeland defense initiative
which is going to last throughout my adminis-
tration.

It’s the beginning of a cooperative effort.
It shows and recognizes that in the first min-
utes or hours after an attack, are the most
hopeful minutes for saving lives—first min-
utes, immediately. And therefore, we’ve got
to understand and remember the important
role of first-responders. It became vivid, ob-
viously, on September the 11th.

One of the most poignant stories I remem-
ber is when some going into the danger wrote
their Social Security numbers on their arms.
It reminds all of us about how dangerous the
job is and about how some are willing to sac-
rifice for others. We saw that firsthand
throughout the September the 11th time-
frame.

We saw people drive an airplane into the
ground to save others. I think America is now
becoming to appreciate the definition of sac-
rifice, sacrifice for freedom, sacrifice for
human life. That’s something our first-re-
sponders have known for a long time, and
it’s important for America to recognize that
contribution they make.

And so, what we must do in the country
is remember that the attacks on September
the 11th were not just attacks on New York
or the Pentagon, were attacks on all of Amer-
ica, and treat those attacks such. It is a na-
tional threat, and therefore, obviously, it’s a
Federal responsibility. And so the 2003
budget proposes $3.5 billion in Federal aid
to State and local first-responders. That is
a 1,000 percent increase over what our Gov-
ernment has spent. It’s necessary money. It’s
part of the $38 billion budget I’m going to
be asking for for homeland security. It’s abso-
lutely necessary that we spend the money
and that we spend it correctly.

And therefore, in order to make sure that
there is a strategy, one that you understand,
one that the Governors understand, one that
the folks in Washington understand, I’m
going to ask the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to be the lead agency on
coordinating efforts with the local govern-
ments.
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It is the right agency to choose. They un-
derstand local disaster and the local emer-
gency. They understand—and have re-
sponded in the past, not only in this adminis-
tration but in other administrations—the
need to work closely with mayors to make
sure that we effect good policy. Plus, I trust
Allbaugh. I’ve seen him work before. He’s
a good man. It doesn’t matter whether Daley
calls him or whether a Texan calls him; he’s
going to answer the phone. [Laughter] He’s
not one of these political, partisan guys. He’s
here to serve the country for the right reason,
and so this is the right way to go. And if
you have any problem with him, call me.
[Laughter]

Part of our task is to recognize there’s
36,000 local jurisdictions all around the coun-
try. And how do we make sure there are
some standards? How do we make sure, you
know, that the fire hydrant hookup works in
one city and can go across the region and
fit another city? How do we make sure infor-
mation flows properly? How do we make
sure there’s mutual aid agreements in the
neighborhoods? How do we make sure that
the communications equipment and the res-
cue equipment is compatible not only within
a State but nationwide?

Those are the tasks ahead, and that’s part
of the challenge we face. But I’m confident
that, if we work with you, we can meet the
challenge. There’s no question in my mind
that given the right impetus and the right
focus, the right communications, and the
right money, we can make it work.

We have no choice. We’re all charged. We
find ourself in a moment of history where
we, as leaders, must respond. And we will—
and we will respond. It is—sometimes you
get to pick your moments, and sometimes
you don’t. [Laughter] And we’re here now
in the middle of a war, and I want to thank
you all for understanding the call. And we’re
not going to blink as a nation, and I know
you won’t blink as mayors. You accept your
responsibility, and I accept mine. And as a
result of working together, the Nation will
be better off. We’ve got a lot of work to do,
but that’s how I got elected. And it starts
with cooperation, and I can assure you, this
Government is willing to cooperate.

I also understand a good homeland de-
fense means our cities are vibrant and strong.
I want to work with you on brownfields legis-
lation—on implementing brownfields. I
signed legislation; now it’s time to get after
it. And it’s going to help the cities around
America that we clean up the brownfields.
I want to thank the Republicans and Demo-
crats up here who worked on this initiative.
We finally got something passed that will en-
able cities to revitalize tracts of land that had
been abandoned, that now can be productive
parts of your property tax base.

I want to work with you to support home-
ownership for low income Americans. I love
the idea of somebody owning something,
somebody owning their own home. I can’t
think of anything more powerful to help revi-
talize neighborhoods than to encourage
homeownership. And we’ll work with you on
that.

I want to work with you to strengthen the
community-based drug prevention and effec-
tive drug treatment programs. I believe that
the best—I know we’ve got to do a better
job of suppressing demand for drugs. But I
also understand that the most effective pro-
grams are community-based programs.
You’ve seen them. You’ve helped make them
vital in your communities, and we want to
work with you to do just that.

I have not given up on my Faith-Based
Initiative. Many of you understand the power
of faith-based programs in your communities,
church programs, programs out of syna-
gogues and mosques. I believe so strongly
in the power of faith. I believe strongly that
we must unleash the armies of compassion
in every city in America to provide hope for
people where hope doesn’t exist. And I want
to work with you to do just that. I think we
can get a bill out of Congress.

I bring up matters of the spirit because
the enemy doesn’t understand who they hit.
They first thought they were hitting some-
body, a nation which was soft, a nation which
wouldn’t—oh, we might respond, but we
wouldn’t mean it. It would be kind of a slap-
on-the-wrist response. They didn’t under-
stand that when you attack America and you
murder innocent people, we’re coming after
you with full force and fury of a great nation
and our allies.
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They didn’t understand our fiber, our
character, our values. And that’s one of the
interesting developments in our country, is
that people, as you know better than me,
have said, ‘‘We better assess our values as
a result of what went on.’’ And people all
across the country are doing just that. It’s
a moment that we must seize. Those of us
in leadership position must understand that
there are a lot of Americans who are asking
what they can do to help. I like to put it
in as plain terms as I can: If you want to
fight evil, do some good.

If you want to show the world that we’re
not going to stand evil, let’s make sure we
love somebody, mentor a child. Let’s get in-
volved in the school systems in our local com-
munities. Let’s rally around those who want
to help a neighbor in need. Let’s seize the
moment, seize the initiative, seize the chance
to rally the armies of compassion, so that peo-
ple feel love and decency in their lives, so
that shut-ins know somebody cares, so lonely
children who may have a parent in prison
know somebody loves them.

This is the opportunity. I look forward to
working with you to rally the country, to not
only not let—to not only fight evil but to
stamp in place a compassion, a decency, and
a goodness that will stand the test of time.
It’s a challenge we face, and I know it’s a
challenge we can meet.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Director of Homeland Security
Tom Ridge; Richard C. Reid, a passenger on
American Airlines Flight AA63 who allegedly tried
to ignite an explosive device in his shoe while en
route from Paris to Miami on December 22, 2001;
Mayor Marc H. Morial of New Orleans, LA; and
Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago, IL.

Exchange With Reporters in
Portland, Maine
January 25, 2002

Situation in the Middle East
Q. Mr. President, are you consider cutting

off ties to Yasser Arafat, sir?
The President. I am disappointed in

Yasser Arafat. He must make a full effort to

rout out terror in the Middle East. In order
for there to be peace, we’ve got to rout out
terror. And ordering up weapons that were
intercepted on a boat headed toward—head-
ed for that part of the world, is not part of
fighting terror, that’s enhancing terror. And
obviously, we’re very disappointed.

Q. We’re told that you thought his expla-
nation was insulting, sir.

The President. I never said that. Thank
you all.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:25 p.m. while
touring the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Tahoma. In
his remarks, the President referred to Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks at Southern Maine
Technical College in Portland, Maine
January 25, 2002

Thank you all very much for coming. It’s
nice to be back in—I guess my second home.
I was telling your fine Governor, Angus
King—and thank you for being here, Angus.
I’m so honored you’re here. He said, ‘‘Are
you going to come back next summer?’’ I
said, ‘‘I knew I should have made my bed
last time I was here.’’ [Laughter] I’m not so
sure my mother is going to invite me back,
but I hope she does. [Laughter] Maine’s a
fabulous State, and as the Governor knows,
it’s full of such decent people. And thank you
for coming out for such a warm greeting. I’ve
got some things on my mind, and I want to
share them with the good people of Maine.

First, I want to tell you, I’ve got a great
Cabinet. I’m so proud of the way our team
has responded. A leader is only good as his
team. I brought two members of my Cabinet
with me: Secretary Mineta, and when I
picked him out of the ranks, he was a—he
served the previous administration as the
Commerce Secretary. He’s a proud Demo-
crat, but he showed America really what he
is: He’s a proud American, and he’s done a
fabulous job. And I knew I needed somebody
who knew something about local government
to run the Homeland Security Office, some-
body who had been an administrator, a chief
executive officer, and somebody who could

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:42 Jan 29, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04JAT4.025 pfrm04 PsN: P04JAT4



118 Jan. 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

organize a massive task. And I picked the
right man when it came to the former Gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania, my very close friend,
Tom Ridge. And one thing the world is learn-
ing, something I already knew, we’ve got a
fabulous military run by fine people. Admiral
Loy, thank you for your leadership. I appre-
ciate it.

I was supposed to bring two other folks
with me today. I think you’ve heard of them:
Snowe and Collins. They missed the flight—
[laughter]—for good reason. They were
working on behalf of the people of Maine.
They had some votes to cast. But I will tell
you, these two fine ladies are good to work
with, strong for the support of the State of
Maine and great patriots. I’m proud of their
service to our country, and I want to thank
you for sending them to Washington, DC.
And I know a Congressman—one of the two
Congressmen from your State, John
Baldacci, is here. John, where are you?
Thank you for coming. I appreciate you being
here, as well.

First, I want to talk about the Coast Guard.
Now, you probably think I’ve had a sweet
spot in my heart for the Coast Guard because
when I spend the night at 41’s house down
the coast, I wake up and see the cutter sitting
out there. [Laughter] Well, has some good
reason why I support the Coast Guard so
strong. But I saw how the Coast Guard has
responded after 9/11, and I know how impor-
tant the Coast Guard is for the safety and
security and the well-being of our American
citizens.

This is a fine group of people who don’t
get nearly as much appreciation from the
American people as they should. And I’m
here today to say thanks, on behalf of all the
citizens who appreciate the long hours you
put in, the daring rescues you accomplish,
and the fine service you provide to our coun-
try. Oh, yes, we’re on guard in America.

But the Coast Guard has got more mis-
sions than that. Admiral Loy told me that
right off the coast of my State of Texas, the
Coast Guard enacted one of the largest mari-
juana busts in history just the other day—
right off the east coast. The Coast Guard
chopper, the Coast Guard crew from Air Sta-
tion Cape Cod—coast guardsmen who I had
a chance to thank personally today—rescued

five fishermen from a 74-foot fishing vessel
called the Covered Wagon, that sank in heavy
seas. Five human souls returned back to land
because of the bravery of people who wear
the Coast Guard uniform.

Such bravery is not an isolated event. After
all, this story was repeated 4,000 times last
year. The Coast Guard, the men and women
who accomplish the mission, seized over 60
tons of cocaine last year. They responded to
over 11,000 oil spills. They’re working around
the globe with the Department of Defense.
Today, the Coast Guard is conducting mari-
time intercept operations in the Persian Gulf
and providing waterside security in Guanta-
namo Bay.

Earlier today I had the pleasure of going
on board the Tahoma, the Coast Guard ves-
sel that was the command vessel on site in
New York Harbor the day the enemy hit us.
They stayed there for 40 days, on alert 24
hours a day, making sure that not only did
traffic flow smoothly but the people were
safe.

When it comes to securing our homeland
and helping people along the coast, the Coast
Guard has got a vital and significant mission.
And therefore, the budget that I send to the
United States Congress will have the largest
increase in spending for the Coast Guard in
our Nation’s history. We must make sure that
our Coast Guard has got a modern fleet of
vessels. We must make sure that port security
is as strong as possible. We must make sure
there’s additional operating money available
for the extended missions of the Coast
Guard. And we must make sure those who
wear our uniforms are well paid.

I’ll have other priorities in my budget. One
of the biggest priorities, of course, is to make
sure the homeland is secure. You know, none
of us ever dreamt that we’d have a two-front
war to fight, one overseas and one at home.
But we do. That’s reality, and as a result,
we must respond and continue to respond
and stay on alert and help defend America.
The biggest chore I have, my biggest job,
is to make sure our homeland is secure.

Every morning I go into the Oval Office—
and what a thrill it is to walk into that grand
office—and I sit at the desk that other Presi-
dents have sat at, Roosevelt, Reagan. And I
look at the—I look at a threat assessment.
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The enemy still wants to hit us, and therefore
this Nation must do everything in our power
to prevent it. And so when I speak to the
Congress next Tuesday night and I submit
my budget, one of the top priorities will be
the security of the homeland. I’ve asked for
a doubling of homeland security funds, to
$38 billion a year, money that will be spent
to make sure that the Federal Government
and the State Government and the local gov-
ernments—and I know some mayors are
here—work in a cooperative way to make
sure that our first-responders—the police,
the fire, the emergency medical teams—have
the best equipment, the best training, the
best ability to communicate with each other
to protect the American people.

In this budget, we will make sure that our
health systems are more modern and more
responsive, that we stockpile needed medi-
cines so that they’ll be easily accessible at
the call of a Governor or the call of a mayor,
that we’ve got money in the budget for re-
search and development, to stay ahead of
what the enemy may try to use, that our pub-
lic health systems have got the best commu-
nications possible and the ability to respond
quickly.

In this budget, under Norm Mineta’s lead-
ership, we are securing our airports, we’re
modernizing the equipment, we’re sending
more people into our airports to make sure
that travelers get the best service and the
most safe flight humanly possible.

And under this budget, we’re spending $11
billion for controlling of our borders. It is
so important for our Nation to work with our
friends to the north, Canada, and our friend
to the south, Mexico, on border initiatives—
that, one, doesn’t tie up commerce but, on
the other hand, prevents illegal drugs, terror-
ists, arms from flowing across our border.

Tom Ridge went up to Canada—and I
know the Governor will appreciate this, since
you’ve got such a huge border with Canada—
he went up with Canada and were talking
about a new border initiative with our
friends. We’re analyzing every aspect of the
border and making sure that the effort is
seamless, the communication is real, that the
enforcement is strong.

And so, to this end, I’ve got a 29 percent
increase in the budget of the INS, to make

sure we modernize our reporting data, to
know who comes in our country and who
leaves our country. Forty percent—40 per-
cent—the INS estimates that 40 percent of
the people who are here illegally have over-
stayed their visa. Forty percent of the people
who are here illegally came because of the
generosity of America—were given a period
of time in which they could stay, and then
they didn’t leave. And one of the things we
want to make sure of is we find the 40 per-
cent to make sure they’re not part of some
Al Qaida network that wants to hit the United
States.

And so we’re looking; we’re listening;
we’re following every single lead. I’m proud
of our FBI. We’ve got a fine man running
the FBI, named Robert Mueller. When
Mueller first came in, the main task of the
FBI was running down crime, which is
great—white-collar crime or watching for
spies. And those are all important missions.
But I’m proud to report to you now the num-
ber one mission of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation is to prevent another attack on
America. We’re going to add agents onto the
payroll. We’re going to add agents on our
payroll, all aimed to making sure that not
only do we find leads, but when we find a
lead, we chase them down as quickly as pos-
sible.

There is nothing more important for me
and the Federal Government to do every-
thing within the Constitution of the United
States—and I emphasize we will not let the
terrorists tear down our Constitution—we
will do everything within the Constitution to
protect the innocent Americans, the innocent
moms and dads, the people who yearn for
freedom and normalcy in their life. We’re
working overtime, and I’m proud of the
American people, and I’m proud of the peo-
ple who are working to protect the American
people. We’re going to beef-up Customs.
We’re on alert.

But I want to assure you, I know this: that
the best way to secure freedom in America,
the best way to make sure we’re a peaceful
nation, the best way to ensure that our chil-
dren can grow up in a world that a lot of
us older folks grew up in—one that was pret-
ty calm, pretty peaceful at home, one that
was secure—the best way to accomplish this

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 10:14 Jan 29, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04JAT4.025 pfrm07 PsN: P04JAT4



120 Jan. 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

dream and mission is to find the enemy
where they hide, to rout them out, and to
bring them to justice. And that’s exactly what
our Nation is going to do.

It wasn’t all that long ago that I asked the
military to perform a vital function. We’ve
been at this for about 41⁄2 months. Oh, for
some people it may seem like a long time,
but it’s not very long when you think about
the magnitude of the task. But in 41⁄2 months,
we’ve accomplished a lot—we really have—
because we’ve got such a fabulous military.
We routed out the Taliban. You see, I told
the world—I told the world that if you harbor
a terrorist, if you hide a terrorist, if you feed
a terrorist, you’re a terrorist, and you’re going
to pay a price.

Our men and women in uniform are brave,
and they’re skilled, and they must have all
our support. So the budget I asked for to
the United States Congress has got the most
significant increase in military spending in
the last 20 years. The price of victory is well
worth it.

And you know what makes me so proud
of America? In the process of holding the
Taliban accountable, in the process of de-
fending freedom, our troops became lib-
erators. We liberated women and children
from the clutches of one of the most repres-
sive regimes in the history of mankind. We
rid women and children of the evils of the
Taliban regime.

But I want to explain to the American peo-
ple that we must be patient. We’ve just start-
ed, and there’s a lot to do. We’ve entered
into a dangerous phase of the first theater
in the war against terror. And that is, we’re
now hunting them down. We’ve got teams
on the ground that are going cave to cave.
You see, this enemy is one that’s willing to
send their young on suicide missions, while
they, themselves, hide in caves. But there’s
no cave deep enough for the reach of the
American military. We’re patient; we’re de-
liberate; and we’re going to bring them to
justice, one person at a time.

I want to remind you all that our mission
is not one person, our mission is terror wher-
ever it exists. I’m proud we’ve got a strong
coalition, a coalition that our country leads,
a coalition bound up to protect freedom, a
coalition that I hope will take every step nec-

essary to find terrorists where they live and
help us bring them to justice.

You know, when the enemy hit us, they
must have not known what they were doing.
I like to tell people, ‘‘They must have been
watching too much TV, because they didn’t
understand America.’’ [Laughter] They were
watching some of those shows, that one can
get the wrong impression about how mate-
rialistic we might be, how selfish we might
be as a people. But that’s not the way we
are. Not only are we patient and determined
and resolute to defend values we love, start-
ing with the value of freedom, this good Na-
tion understands that in order to fight evil,
you do so with acts of kindness and goodness.

People say to me, ‘‘What can I do, Mr.
President, to help?’’ And my answer is, if you
want to fight evil, do something good in your
neighborhood. If you want to fight evil, be
a part of the goodness of the country, by lov-
ing a child who may have lost a parent, by
walking across the street to a shut-in and say,
‘‘Somebody cares about you.’’ If you want to
be a part of the war against terror, go to your
church or synagogue and mosque and ask the
question, how can we love a neighbor in
need, and then feed somebody. If you want
to be a part of the war on terror, help a teach-
er, get involved with your public education,
mentor a child.

You see, the great strength of America is
not only our military. The true strength of
America is the million acts of kindness and
decency and compassion that define the soul
and character of our country on a daily basis.

No, when the enemy struck us, little did
they realize that out of the terrible evil would
come such good. Our job is not only to win
the war overseas; our job is not only to pro-
tect the homeland, to make sure we can live
peacefully; our job is to fight evil on a daily
basis, by loving a neighbor just like you’d like
to be loved yourself. And that’s what’s hap-
pening all across the country, and for those
of you who do that, I want to thank you from
the bottom of my heart. And I want to thank
you for giving me a chance to be the Presi-
dent of the greatest nation on the face of
the Earth.

God bless.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in the
Hutchinson Union Building.

Statement on Disaster Assistance for
Victims of the Eruption of Mount
Nyiragongo

January 25, 2002

On January 17, the people of Goma in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo suffered
from an enormous natural disaster. Many
homes, shops, roads, and schools were bur-
ied, and many lives were lost or disrupted
by the flow of molten lava from Mount
Nyiragongo. The Congolese people have
shown enormous spirit and resilience, al-
ready returning to the land where their
homes once stood to recover and rebuild.

I commend President Kabila of Congo and
President Kagame of Rwanda for working to-
gether to address the humanitarian needs of
the people of Goma who have been hurt by
this volcanic eruption. The United States will
help the victims of this disaster, and we have
already allocated up to $3 million for relief
efforts. I have sent a team of experts from
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment to the region to assess how this aid can
be directed most effectively. At the same
time, I have ordered the immediate dispatch
of two relief flights carrying blankets, shelter
material, and water storage equipment to
support the most urgent needs of the Congo-
lese people. The United States will continue
to work closely with the international com-
munity to help those affected by this disaster
to rebuild their town and their lives.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 20
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Bush returned from Camp David, MD, to
Washington, DC.

January 21
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Vicente
Fox of Mexico.

January 22
In the morning, the President traveled to

Charleston, WV, and in the afternoon, he
traveled to Belle, WV. Later, he returned to
Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister
Helen Clark of New Zealand to the White
House for a meeting on bilateral and inter-
national issues on March 26.

The President signed the recess appoint-
ment of Michael J. Bartlett to be a member
of the National Labor Relations Board.

The President signed the recess appoint-
ment of William B. Cowen to be a member
of the National Labor Relations Board.

The President signed the recess appoint-
ment of Cynthia A. Glassman to be a Com-
missioner of the Securities and Exchange
Commission.

The President signed the recess appoint-
ment of Isaac C. Hunt, Jr., to be a Commis-
sioner of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission.

The President signed the recess appoint-
ment of JoAnn Johnson to be a member of
the Board of the National Credit Union Ad-
ministration.

The President signed the recess appoint-
ment of Deborah Matz to be a member of
the Board of the National Credit Union Ad-
ministration.

January 23
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and met with the
National Security Council. Later, he met
with bipartisan House and Senate leaders
concerning the upcoming agenda for the year
and domestic issues. Then, he met with
Members of Congress concerning military
issues.
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In the afternoon, the President met with
members of the House Intelligence Com-
mittee who recently visited the Middle East.

January 24
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence briefings and met with the Homeland
Security Council and also with the National
Security Council. Later, in an Oval Office
ceremony, he signed legislation to name the
national cemetery in Saratoga, NY, for the
late former Congressman Gerald Solomon.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with Vice President Dick Cheney and then
met with his Cabinet.

In the evening, the President attended a
dinner at Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld’s home with Vice President Dick
Cheney.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome King Abdullah II of
Jordan to Washington, DC, for a meeting and
working breakfast on February 1.

The White House announced that the
President welcomes the official working visit
of President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan to
Washington, DC, on February 13.

The President declared a major disaster in
Arkansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding be-
ginning on December 15, 2001, and con-
tinuing.

January 25
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence briefings and met with the National
Security Council. Later, he traveled to Port-
land, ME.

In the afternoon, he traveled to Camp
David, MD, where he was joined by Repub-
lican congressional leaders for a retreat to
discuss the upcoming congressional agenda.
In the evening, the group watched the movie
‘‘Black Hawk Down.’’

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard Monroe Miles to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Georgia.

The President announced his designation
of the following individuals to represent the
United States at the inauguration of Presi-
dent Ricardo Maduro Joest of Honduras on
January 27: Gale Norton, who will lead the
delegation; Frank Almaguer; Otto Reich;

William P. ‘‘Scott’’ Bush; Perfecto Rivera;
and Jack Vaughan, Jr.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted January 23

Lance M. Africk,
of Louisiana, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Louisiana, vice Edith
Brown Clement, elevated.

Percy Anderson,
of California, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Central District of California, vice Kim
McLane Wardlaw, elevated.

Michael M. Baylson,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
Robert F. Kelly, retired.

Stanley R. Chesler,
of New Jersey, to be U.S. District Judge for
the District of New Jersey, vice Anne Elise
Thompson, retired.

Ronald H. Clark,
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Texas, vice Howell Cobb,
retired.

Joy Flowers Conti,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Pennsylvania, vice
Alan N. Bloch, retired.

Legrome D. Davis,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
Edmund V. Ludwig, retired.

Leonard E. Davis,
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Texas, vice Paul N.
Brown, retired.
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David C. Godbey,
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Texas, vice Robert B.
Maloney, retired.

William C. Griesbach,
of Wisconsin, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Wisconsin, vice a new
position created by Public Law 106–553, ap-
proved December 21, 2000.

Andrew S. Hanen,
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Texas, vice Filemon B.
Vela, retired.

Henry E. Hudson,
of Virginia, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Virginia, vice a new posi-
tion created by Public Law 106–553, ap-
proved December 21, 2000.

Joan E. Lancaster,
of Minnesota, to be U.S. District Judge for
the District of Minnesota, vice Paul A. Mag-
nuson, retired.

Ronald B. Leighton,
of Washington, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Washington, vice
Robert J. Bryan, retired.

Kenneth A. Marra,
of Florida, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Florida, vice a new posi-
tion created by Public Law 106–553, ap-
proved December 21, 2000.

Jose E. Martinez,
of Florida, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Florida, vice Edward B.
Davis, retired.

William J. Martini,
of New Jersey, to be U.S. District Judge for
the District of New Jersey, vice John C.
Lifland, retired.

Samuel H. Mays, Jr.,
of Tennessee, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Tennessee, vice Je-
rome Turner, deceased.

Terrence F. McVerry,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Pennsylvania, vice
Donald E. Ziegler, retired.

Frederick W. Rohlfing III,
of Hawaii, to be U.S. District Judge for the
District of Hawaii, vice Alan C. Kay, retired.

Thomas M. Rose,
of Ohio, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Ohio, vice Herman J.
Weber, retired.

Cynthia M. Rufe,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
Norma Levy Shapiro, retired.

Arthur J. Schwab,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Pennsylvania, vice
Maurice B. Cohill, Jr., retired.

John F. Walter,
of California, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Central District of California, vice John
G. Davies, retired.

Withdrawn January 23

Scott A. Abdallah,
of South Dakota, to be U.S. Attorney for the
District of South Dakota for the term of 4
years, vice Elizabeth Karen Schreier, re-
signed, which was sent to the Senate on No-
vember 30, 2001.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released January 19

Fact sheet: President Bush Announces Sig-
nificant New Resources for Education
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Released January 20

Statement by the Press Secretary on the re-
port and recommendations of the Presi-
dential Emergency Board appointed in the
dispute between United Airlines and the
International Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers

Released January 22

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Prime Minister Helen Clark of New Zealand

Announcement: Homeland Security Direc-
tor Tom Ridge To Address the U.S. Con-
ference of Mayors

Released January 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Scott McClellan

Transcript of remarks by Homeland Security
Director Tom Ridge to the U.S. Conference
of Mayors

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 3447

Fact sheet: President Bush Signs Legislation
To Help Victims of Terror

Announcement of the nomination of 24 indi-
viduals to serve as members of the Federal
judiciary

Released January 24

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Arkansas

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 3392

Statement by the Press Secretary: King of
Jordan To Visit Washington

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit to
Washington by Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf

Fact sheet: Strengthening Homeland Secu-
rity

Released January 25

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Fact sheet: Border Security—Smart Borders
for the 21st Century

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved January 23

H.R. 2884 / Public Law 107–134
Victims of Terrorism Tax Relief Act of 2001

H.R. 3447 / Public Law 107–135
Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care
Programs Enhancement Act of 2001

Approved January 24

H.R. 3392 / Public Law 107–136
To name the national cemetery in Saratoga,
New York, as the Gerald B.H. Solomon Sara-
toga National Cemetery, and for other pur-
poses
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